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“FOUNDATION  DAMAGE  WARNING  SIGNS :
             HOW  TO  SPOT  AND  PREVENT 
                          COSTLY  REPAIRS”
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Ensuring the structural integrity of your 
home begins with the foundation. It plays 
a pivotal role in supporting the weight of 
the house, maintaining its shape, and 
protecting it from environmental factors.

Picture this: You’re enjoying a quiet 
evening in your cherished home, the safe 
haven you’ve put time, energy, and love into 
making your own. 

But here’s the thing: that safety and peace 
of mind hinge on something we often take 
for granted - your home’s foundation. 

take action to safeguard your house from costly damages.

Your Home’s Silent Hero - The Foundation

The foundation is the unsung hero of your 
home. It holds everything together, keeping 
your family safe while providing comfort 
and stability. But when the foundation’s 
health is compromised, so is your home’s 
worth and peace of mind.

Spotting the Villains - Warning Signs of 
Foundation Damage
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A. Inside Your Home:

You might notice cracks in your walls 
or ceilings, doors and windows that 
stick or don’t open smoothly, or perhaps 
unexplained gaps between your walls and 

kitchen. Look out for dampness and mold 
in the basement or crawl space, and even 
odd smells caused by excess moisture 
and harmful gases that can form.

B. Outside Your Home:

Observe your home’s exterior. Are there 
cracks in the foundation itself? Is your 
chimney leaning slightly? Notice any gaps 
around exterior doors or windows? See 
water pooling near the foundation after 
rain or soil separating from the foundation? 
These are all warning signs that your 
foundation might be in distress.

Behind the Scenes - What’s Causing the Trouble

A lot of things can undermine your home’s foundation, from soil-related issues like 
expansion and contraction, poor drainage, plumbing leaks, and tree roots, to improper 
construction or plain old age.

Take Action - Preventive Measures You Can Adopt

A. Drainage:
around your home, and if it’s not sloping away from the foundation, it might be time to 
do some regrading. And don’t forget about those gutters and downspouts!
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B. Plumbing: Regularly give your 

leaks ASAP. These small steps can save 
you from a major headache down the line.

C. Landscaping: Love your green 
thumb? Remember to plant trees at a safe 
distance from your home to prevent root 
interference with your foundation.
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D. Consistent Moisture Levels: 
Avoid dramatic changes in soil moisture 
levels, as these can lead to expansion or 
contraction, potentially damaging your 
foundation

Taking care of your foundation is more than just protecting bricks and mortar - it’s about 
safeguarding your peace of mind and your investment in your home. Stay vigilant for 
these warning signs, and remember: professional help is just a call away when in doubt.



“FOUNDATION REPAIR VS. REPLACEMENT:
MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR 

YOUR HOME”
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As a homeowner, you understand the importance of a solid foundation - it’s what keeps 
your home strong. 

But when trouble strikes, how do you decide between repairing the foundation or 
replacing it altogether? 

This section is tailored just for you, laying out the pros and cons of each option and 
providing the guidance you need to make an informed decision.

Unpacking the Basics - Repairing vs. Replacing

First, let’s break down what repairing and 
replacing your foundation really means. 
Repairing typically involves addressing 

replacement means removing your current 
foundation and installing a new one.

Exploring Foundation Repair - The 
Good and The Bad

Repairing a foundation often seems more 
attractive because it’s less disruptive and 
costs less upfront. But it’s not always the 
right choice. The repair might be the way 
to go if your problems are localized and 
your home is relatively new, but if you’re 
patching the same cracks over and over, it 
may be time to consider a replacement.
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Digging Deeper into Foundation 
Replacement - Pros and Cons

undertaking and typically costlier than 
repair. But it may be the best option if your 
home is older, the damage is widespread, 
or if you’re facing ongoing foundation 
issues. It’s a sizeable investment but also 
a comprehensive solution that gives you a 
fresh start.

Making the Call - When to Repair 
and When to Replace

When deciding between repair and 
replacement, take into account the age of 
your home, the extent of the damage, and 
your future plans for the property. Consult 

situation and guide you toward the best 
decision.

Making the right choice for your foundation 
is pivotal for your home’s long-term health 

and value. It’s a decision that requires careful consideration and professional advice. 
Whether you decide to repair or replace, remember: the goal is to ensure your home 
stays safe, comfortable, and stable for years to come.



“UNDERSTANDING FOUNDATION REPAIR
COSTS: A BREAKDOWN OF EXPENSES

AND WHAT TO EXPECT”
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Every homeowner understands that maintaining their house is not just about aesthetics; 
it’s about preserving the safety and integrity of their home. When it comes to your 

ease your worries, break down foundation repair costs, and help you understand exactly 
where your money goes.

The Basics - What Contributes to 
Foundation Repair Costs?

Before we dive into the numbers, let’s 
get clear on what makes up the cost of 
a foundation repair. It’s a combination 
of labor, materials, equipment, and 
sometimes permits. Each repair is unique, 
and so is the cost.

Labor Costs - Where Your Money Is 
Working

Labor is often the most substantial part of 
your foundation repair bill. This isn’t just 
physical work. It includes expert analysis, 
planning, and precision to ensure the repair 
is successful and lasts for years to come.

Material Costs - The Building 
Blocks of Repair

used in the repair process directly impact 
the cost. These materials not only restore 
your foundation but also prevent future 
problems.
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Additional Costs - Equipment, 
Permits, and More

Additional costs can sneak up on you if 
you’re not prepared. Equipment rental, 
building permits, soil reports, and 
landscaping or interior work needed post-

Setting Expectations - Understanding Quotes and Estimates

goes into the cost of repairing your foundation can remove some of the stress from the 
process. You’re not just spending money but investing in your home’s health, safety, and 
longevity.



A  HOMEOWNER`S  GUIDE  TO  SOIL T YPES
    AND  FOUNDATION  ISSUES  IN  TEXAS

13
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As a homeowner in Oklahoma and Texas, you’re already familiar with our state’s unique 
charms and challenges. Did you know that even the soil beneath our feet can impact 

and discuss how they could impact your home’s foundation, stability, and repair needs.

Digging In - The Different Soil Types

Oklahoma and North Texas have a diverse 

soil being the most common. These soils 
behave differently and can uniquely affect 
your home’s foundation.

Dealing With Clay - The Shrink-
Swell Phenomenon

that have the ability to absorb and retain 
water. This unique characteristic leads to 
the shrink-swell phenomenon, which can 
have detrimental effects on your home’s 
foundation. Understanding why this 
happens and taking appropriate measures 
can help protect your home.

Shrinkage of Clay Soil:

When clay soil becomes dry, it undergoes 
shrinkage. As the moisture content 
decreases, the clay particles contract, 
causing the soil to shrink. This shrinkage 
can result in the formation of cracks in the 
soil, creating a less stable foundation for 
your home.
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Swelling of Clay Soil

Conversely, when clay soil becomes 
saturated with water, it swells. The clay 
particles absorb water and expand, 
causing the soil to swell. This expansion 

home’s foundation, potentially leading to 
foundation movement, cracks, and other 
structural issues.

Loam and Sand - Friend or Foe?

Loam and sandy soil are two common 
types of soil that can have both advantages 
and challenges when it comes to your 
home’s foundation. Understanding how 

of your foundation is important for proper 
maintenance and early detection of 
potential issues.

Loam Soil:

Loam soil is a combination of sand, silt, 
and clay particles, offering a balanced 
texture that promotes good drainage while 
retaining some moisture. Here’s how loam 
soil can affect your foundation:
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Drainage: Loam soil typically provides good drainage, allowing water to percolate 
through the soil rather than pooling around the foundation. This can help prevent 

Shifting: While loam soil generally has good stability, it can still experience some 
shifting due to changes in moisture content. During dry periods, loam soil may shrink 
and lead to minor settlement, potentially causing cosmetic cracks in the foundation. 
Conversely, during wet periods, loam soil can expand and exert pressure on the 

Sandy Soil:

Sandy soil consists of larger, coarse 
particles with larger spaces between 
them. This soil type presents its own 
considerations for your foundation:

Drainage: Sandy soil has excellent 
drainage capabilities due to its coarse 
texture. Water tends to move quickly 
through the soil, reducing the risk of 
moisture buildup around the foundation. 
However, this can also result in faster moisture evaporation, which may lead to soil 
shrinkage during dry periods.

Stability: Sandy soil is inherently less stable than other soil types, such as clay or 
loam. It has a lower bearing capacity, meaning it may not provide as solid a foundation 
support. This can lead to more noticeable settlement, particularly in areas with heavy 
loads or high soil erosion potential.

Spotting Trouble - Warning Signs Based on Soil Types:

Recognizing the warning signs of foundation issues is crucial for timely intervention and 
minimizing potential damage. Here are some common signs to watch out for based on 
soil types:
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Loam Soil Warning Signs:

Doors and windows sticking or not closing properly.

Gaps between doors, windows, or exterior walls.
Separation of caulking or molding around windows and doors.
Sandy Soil Warning Signs:

Visible foundation settling or sinking.
Large diagonal cracks, especially near corners of windows or doors.
Cracks in exterior brickwork or stucco.

Oklahoma’s diverse soil makes it a wonderful place to live, but it also presents unique 
challenges for homeowners. By understanding how different soil types can affect your 
home, you’re investing in the longevity and health of your foundation.

TEXASTEXAS



“HIRING THE RIGHT FOUNDATION REPAIR
CONTRACTOR: QUESTIONS TO ASK AND

RED FLAGS TO AVOID”
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Choosing the right contractor can make all the difference when it comes to your home’s 
foundation repair. 

But how do you navigate the sea of professionals out there? 

How can you ensure you’re placing your home in trustworthy hands? 

Starting Your Search - Where to Look

When starting your search for a foundation 
repair contractor, exploring different 

professionals is important. Here are two 
primary methods you can use:

Personal Recommendations: Seek 
recommendations from friends, family, 
neighbors, or colleagues who have 
previously worked with foundation repair 

can provide valuable insights into the quality 
of work and customer service provided 
by different contractors. Make sure to inquire about the contractors’ professionalism, 
timeliness, pricing, and overall satisfaction with the results.

contractors. Visit websites that aggregate reviews and ratings of contractors, such 
as home improvement directories or review platforms. Read reviews from previous 
customers to get an idea of their experiences and satisfaction levels. Additionally, 
consider attending local home shows or expos, where you can interact with contractors 
directly, ask questions, and gather information about their services.

The Interview Process -
 Questions to Ask

The interview process is crucial for 
selecting a foundation repair contractor 
that meets your requirements. Treat it 
like a job interview, where you assess the 

commitment. Here are some essential 
questions to ask:
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How long have you been in the foundation repair business?
Are you licensed, insured, and bonded?
Can you provide references from previous clients?

Do you offer any warranties or guarantees for your work?
Will you obtain the necessary permits for the job?
How long will the project take to complete?
What will be the estimated cost of the repair, including any potential additional charges?

You can evaluate the contractor’s expertise, credibility, and professionalism by asking 
these questions. Their answers will indicate their knowledge, reliability, and ability to 

Spotting Red Flags - What to Watch Out For

While searching for a foundation repair contractor, it’s important to be aware of common 
warning signs that may indicate an unreliable or subpar service provider. Here are a few 

Lack of proper licensing and insurance: A reputable contractor should have the 
necessary licenses and insurance to perform foundation repairs. Verify their credentials 
before hiring them to ensure compliance with local regulations.

Poor communication or unresponsiveness: If a contractor is unresponsive to 
your inquiries, delays in communication, or fails to return calls promptly, it may indicate 

Unrealistic pricing or estimates:
compared to other contractors, as this may indicate the use of substandard materials 
or inexperienced workers. Conversely, extremely high prices may not necessarily 
guarantee superior quality.

Limited or negative reviews: Research online to check for contractor reviews and 
ratings. Pay attention to recurring complaints or negative feedback about their work, 
reliability, or customer service. Also, keep in mind that a few negative reviews are to be 
expected, as not everyone will be happy no matter what a company does. 
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Pressure tactics or aggressive sales approaches: Avoid contractors who 
employ high-pressure tactics to make you sign a contract immediately or offer deals that 
seem too good to be true. A professional contractor should provide detailed information 
and allow you to make an informed decision.

Making the Final Decision - Evaluating Quotes and Terms

After gathering quotes and conducting 

Compare quotes comprehensively: 
Review the quotes provided by different 
contractors, considering the scope of 
work, materials used, project timeline, and 
total cost. Ensure that all the necessary 
repairs and associated costs are clearly 
mentioned.

Understand the terms and conditions: Read through the contract carefully, 
paying attention to the terms and conditions, warranties, payment schedules, and any 

the contract.

Consider the overall value: While cost is an important factor, prioritize value over the 
lowest price. Assess each contractor’s reputation, experience, expertise, and reliability 
to ensure you are selecting a reputable professional who can deliver quality work.

If there are any aspects of the quotes or contract that you don’t 

is essential for a successful project.

By evaluating quotes and understanding the terms and conditions, you can make an 
informed decision based on the contractor’s credibility, suitability, and ability to meet 

Your home deserves the best, and hiring the right contractor is a key step in ensuring 
your foundation repair is a success. Armed with the right information, you’re ready to 

make a choice that gives you peace of mind and secures your home’s future.



“FOUNDATION MAINTENANCE TIPS:
HOW TO PROTECT YOUR HOME AND 

PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS”
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Your home is your sanctuary, and protecting its foundation is essential to preserving its 
health and beauty. But how exactly do you go about that? This section is designed for 
homeowners like you, providing practical advice and steps you can take to maintain a 
healthy foundation and avoid costly repairs.

Seasonal Maintenance

Spring Maintenance:

Inspect the foundation for cracks, signs of 
moisture, or any structural issues. Clean 
gutters and downspouts to ensure proper 

Check the grading around your home 
and make any necessary adjustments 
to promote proper drainage. Trim tree 
branches and shrubs near the foundation 
to prevent them from touching or damaging the structure.

Summer Maintenance:

Monitor the soil moisture levels around the 
foundation to prevent excessive drying or 
saturation.

Water the foundation area during dry 
periods to maintain consistent moisture 
levels and prevent soil shrinkage.

Ensure that irrigation systems are functioning correctly and not causing water 
accumulation near the foundation.

Fall Maintenance:

Clear fallen leaves and debris from gutters 
and downspouts to prevent clogging 

inspection of the foundation for any 
signs of cracks or damage that may have 
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occurred during the summer. Seal any visible cracks in the foundation to prevent water 

Winter Maintenance:

Protect the foundation from freeze-thaw 
cycles by ensuring proper insulation and 
ventilation in the crawl space or basement. 
Clear snow and ice from the foundation 
to prevent excessive weight and potential 
water damage. Monitor the interior of your 
home for any signs of moisture intrusion, 
such as water stains or musty odors.

Ongoing Maintenance Practices

Regular Inspections:

Conduct visual inspections of the 
foundation periodically, looking for cracks, 
bulges, or any changes in the structure. Pay 
attention to interior signs, such as sticking 

in molding, which may indicate foundation 
issues.

Moisture Control:

Maintain consistent moisture levels 
around the foundation by watering during 
dry periods and addressing excessive 
moisture promptly. Ensure proper grading 
and drainage systems are in place to direct 
water away from the foundation.
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Gutter and Downspout Maintenance:

Clean gutters and downspouts regularly to 

Position downspouts to discharge water 

extensions if necessary.

Landscape Management:

Considering their mature size and root 
systems, plant trees and shrubs away from 
the foundation. Avoid overwatering plants 
near the foundation to prevent excessive 
moisture accumulation.

Proper foundation maintenance can protect your home and help you avoid expensive 
repair work down the line. Armed with these tips and best practices, you can ensure 
your foundation remains as strong and stable as the day your home was built.



“FOUNDATION REPAIR CASE STUDIES:
REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES OF REPAIRS AND 

LESSONS LEARNED”
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Dive into the trenches of real-world foundation repair with these detailed case studies. 
You’ll gain insight from homeowners’ experiences, exploring the challenges they faced 
and the unique solutions employed.

The Shifting Soil - Battling Erosion

The Johnson family’s home began to 
show signs of foundation instability due to 
erosion. Their solution? A combination of 
installing French Drains to redirect water 
and underpinning their home’s foundation 
to enhance stability. The result was a 
safeguarded home ready to withstand the 
rains.

Clay’s Play - Coping with Expansive 
Soil

The Smiths’ home was built on clay-rich 
soil, leading to foundation damage due to 
the soil’s expansion and contraction. The 
solution involved a two-pronged approach: 
improving soil stabilization with deep soil 
mixing and reinforcing the foundation with 

The Old Charm - Repairing a 
Historical Home’s Foundation

The Davis family’s Victorian home had a 
weakened foundation due to its age and 
preservation restrictions. They opted for 
a sensitive approach to the repair using 
helical piers, which offer strong support 
without requiring extensive excavation. 
This ensured the home’s historical integrity 
remained intact while providing a solid 
foundation for future generations.
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The Basement Blues - Solving a 
Basement Water Leakage Issue

The Browns were dealing with a persistent 

drainage system. Their resolution involved 

foundation and the installation of a sump 

basement is dry and fully functional.

Through these case studies, you can see that each foundation issue requires a unique 
approach. The key lies in identifying the root cause and applying a targeted solution. 
Equipped with the knowledge from these real-life examples, you’ll be better prepared to 
tackle any foundation issues that come your way.



“HOME VALUE AND FOUNDATION REPAIR:
IMPACT, ROI, AND RESELLING”
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Your home is not just a place of comfort and family memories; it is likely your most 

challenging, especially when faced with structural problems like foundation issues. 
This comprehensive guide aims to shed light on the complex relationship between 
foundation repair, return on investment (ROI), and the process of reselling your home, 
offering homeowners like you a roadmap to navigate these challenges.

The Foundation Impact - How 
Foundation Problems Affect Home 
Value

impact your home’s market value. Potential 
buyers are often wary of such issues due 
to the potential costs and the implications 
for the house’s structural integrity. Minor 
foundation issues such as small cracks or 

property’s worth by 10-15%. More severe 

more, as they suggest more extensive, costlier repairs.

Repairing for ROI - Understanding 
the Return on Foundation Repair

Addressing foundation issues isn’t just 
about home maintenance; it’s also an 
investment. The cost of foundation repair 
varies based on the severity of the problem, 
ranging from a few thousand dollars for 
minor repairs to tens of thousands for 
major reconstruction. A well-executed 
foundation repair can boost your home’s 
market value by restoring structural 

homeowners can expect an ROI of around 70-80% on foundation repairs, considering 
your property’s enhanced value and improved marketability.
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The Buyer’s Perspective - Selling a 
Home After Foundation Repair

Selling a home with a repaired foundation 
does not have to be a negative selling 
point. In fact, it can be presented as a 
strength, demonstrating that you’ve taken 
action to maintain the home’s condition. By 
providing comprehensive documentation 
of the repairs, including what was done, 
who did the work, and any warranties, you 
can reassure potential buyers that the 
foundation issues have been professionally addressed and are unlikely to recur.

Disclosures and Inspections - 
Navigating the Legal Landscape

When it comes to selling a home with 
repaired foundation issues, honesty is 
paramount. Most states require sellers to 
disclose any known defects, including past 
foundation problems. Providing a thorough 
disclosure helps avoid legal disputes down 
the line. During the inspection process, the 
repaired foundation will likely be under 

buyers further reassurance.

The Role of Real Estate 
Professionals - Working with 
Agents and Appraisers

Teaming up with real estate professionals 
can be invaluable during reselling, 
particularly if you’ve had foundation work 
done. A knowledgeable real estate agent 
can help market your home effectively, 
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focusing on the proactive steps you’ve taken to address the foundation issues. Likewise, 
an experienced appraiser can accurately assess your home’s value post-repair. Their 

While foundation problems may seem daunting, understanding their impact and 
strategically approaching repairs can protect your home’s value. Armed with this guide’s 

process.



“DIY VS. PROFESSIONAL FOUNDATION REPAIR:
PROS , CONS, AND WHEN TO

CALL THE EXPERTS”
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The instinct for do-it-yourself repairs runs deep for many homeowners. However, when 
dealing with foundation issues, it is critical to discern which tasks you can tackle and 
when it’s time to call in the professionals. This guide offers insight to help you navigate 

Embracing the DIY Spirit - Minor 
Fixes You Can Handle

Every homeowner can address certain 
small foundation issues. Small hairline 
cracks, for example, can often be patched 
with an epoxy or masonry repair compound. 
Similarly, minor basement leaks may be 

or simple landscaping adjustments to 
redirect water away from your home. 

follow product instructions carefully.

Knowing Your Limits - Foundation 
Issues That Demand a Pro

However, there are foundation problems 
that are beyond the scope of DIY and 
require professional intervention. These 
include major cracks wider than 1/8 inch, 
bowed or leaning walls, and signs of soil 
movement around your foundation. Such 
issues often indicate deeper structural 
problems and, if not addressed promptly 

to your home’s safety and value.

The Pros and Cons - DIY vs. Professional Foundation Repair

Both DIY and professional foundation repairs come with their own set of advantages 
and disadvantages. DIY can save you money and offers the satisfaction of hands-on 
problem-solving. However, it also carries the risk of exacerbating the problem if not 
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done correctly. On the other hand, professional repairs come with higher costs but 
provide expertise and often come with warranties, ensuring the repair is long-lasting 
and effective.

Recognizing Red Flags - When to Call in the Experts

DIY spirit aside and bring in the professionals.

Choosing the Right Professionals - A Guide to Hiring a Foundation Repair 
Contractor

Once you decide to engage a professional, choosing the right foundation repair contractor 
is paramount. Look for a contractor with a strong reputation, proven experience, and 
positive customer reviews. Also, make sure they are licensed and insured and offer a 
warranty on their work. A good contractor will also provide a detailed estimate and clear 
communication throughout the repair process.

The decision to DIY or call in the professionals is not always straightforward when it 
comes to foundation repair. It involves assessing the issue’s severity, skill level, potential 
costs, and risks. By understanding these factors, you can make informed decisions that 
protect the integrity of your home and ultimately save you time, money, and stress.



“DEALING WITH INSURANCE:
DOES IT COVER FOUNDATION REPAIR?”
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Home insurance and foundation repair intersections can often appear complex and 
confusing. This guide is designed to demystify this topic, providing clear insights into 
the relationship between home insurance and foundation repair, the extent of typical 

Decoding Home Insurance - 
Understanding Your Policy

Home insurance policies are diverse, with 
varying terms, conditions, and coverages. 
Typically, home insurance may cover 
certain types of sudden and accidental 
foundation damage, like those caused 
by a burst pipe or a fallen tree. However, 
damage due to settling, soil expansion, or 
poor construction is usually not covered, as 
these are viewed as maintenance issues.

The Coverage Question - What 
Home Insurance Typically Covers

Insurance coverage for foundation repair 

policies. Typically, home insurance does 
not cover damage related to regular wear 
and tear or neglect. However, it’s common 
for policies to cover foundation damage 
resulting from covered perils, such as 

damage.

Claim Time - How to File an 
Insurance Claim for Foundation 
Repair

Once you’ve established that your 
foundation damage is covered under your 



THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO FOUNDATION REPAIR 38

Begin by notifying your insurance company about the damage as soon as possible. 
Follow this up by documenting the damage with photos and videos, recording all repair-
related expenses, and gathering any necessary paperwork, like repair estimates.

The Adjuster’s Visit - Preparing for 
the Insurance Adjuster

An insurance adjuster’s visit is a critical 
part of the claim process. During their visit, 
they’ll inspect the damage and assess its 
cause. To prepare, ensure the damaged 
area is accessible and have all your 
documentation at hand. It’s also crucial to 

understand your policy so that you can discuss your claim effectively and counter any 
discrepancies.

Denied Claims and Disputes - What 
to Do If You’re Unhappy with the 
Outcome

Insurance claim processes don’t always 
yield the desired results. You can appeal 
the decision if your claim is denied or you 

reviewing the denial reason. If it’s due to 
a lack of coverage, re-examine your policy 

valid, consider hiring a public adjuster or an attorney specializing in insurance claims.

While navigating the realm of home insurance for foundation repair can be challenging, 

Understanding your policy’s coverage, preparing for the adjuster’s visit, and knowing 
how to handle claim disputes can empower you to manage this process effectively, 
helping you secure the coverage you deserve.


